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Rabbi Mark Glickman

Soon, Jews around the world will 
celebrate the beginning of the Jewish 
new year, 5781, and we at Temple 
B’nai Tikvah will do so not from 
our synagogue as usual, but rather 
from our homes, looking into our 
computer screens courtesy of Zoom 
or some other streaming technology. 
It saddens many of us – we like being 
together for Rosh Hashanah, and 
not being able to exchange Shanah 
Tovah handshakes and hugs with one 
another will make the celebration 
feel incomplete.

But if you’re tempted to lament the 
distanced nature of our upcoming 
Rosh Hashanah celebration, I 
encourage you to be glad that it’s 
not the year 22,202 CE. During that 
year, I’m sad to report, we won’t 
have Rosh Hashanah at all.

Here’s why: A typical Jewish year 
lasts for 354 days, give or take a 
day. That 354-day year obviously 
falls about eleven days short of the 
365-day solar year. To keep Passover 
in the springtime and Chanukah in 
the winter, the Jewish calendar adds 
a month to the calendar seven times 
every nineteen years. Those years 
with the added month – leap years – 
are therefore 384 days long, give or 
take a day. 

Rosh Hashanah ordinarily begins 
with the first sliver of the new moon 
during September or October – the 
Hebrew month of Tishrei. However, 
for a variety of reasons, there are 
several factors that can delay the 
beginning of Tishrei for one or two 
days after the arrival of the new 
moon. If the new moon occurs on a 
Sunday, Wednesday, or Friday, for 
example, Rosh Hashanah is delayed 
by one day. If it occurs later than 

noon, it’s delayed by a day, as well. 
The same is the case if the new moon 
occurs late on a Monday. If it occurs 
late on a Tuesday, Rosh Hashanah is 
delayed by two days (since it can’t 
occur on a Wednesday because of 
postponement rule #1).

It’s all very complicated, and to 
explain the reasons for these 
postponements would take us far 
afield. What’s important to know is 
that, together, all of these rules (plus 
several others) make for a system in 
which every year, Rosh Hashanah 
occurs at exactly the same time 
on the Gregorian calendar as it did 
nineteen years earlier.

Almost. 

The whole system – the leap years, 
the postponements, and other 
factors, too – bring the Jewish 
calendar almost into sync with the 
Gregorian calendar over a nineteen-
year cycle, but not quite. In fact, as 
it turns out, the Jewish calendar is 
slowly creeping forward. Every 237 
years, the Jewish calendar creeps 
forward one day relative to the

Continued on page 2...
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...Continued from page 1

Gregorian one. On average, in other words, the Jewish calendar is gaining on the Gregorian calendar by a little more 
than six minutes every year.

That doesn’t sound like much, but over time, it adds up. That’s why, as Dr. Fred Reiss points out in his book, The 
Jewish Calendar: History and Inner Workings, in 22,201 CE, Rosh Hashanah won’t occur until December 12. At that 
point, a Jewish leap year begins, so the following Rosh Hashanah won’t happen until January 1, 22,203. During 
22,202, there will be no Rosh Hashanah at all.

Just imagine – an entire secular year with no Rosh Hashanah services, no apples and honey (unless we sneak some 
in on another day), and no New Year Shofar blasts. That’s the bad news. The good news is that in 22,203, we’ll get 
two Rosh Hashanahs – one on January 1, and another on December 20. 

Of course, this won’t work – between now and 22,202 CE, something’s gotta give. If Rosh Hashanah is on January 
1, then Sukkot would begin on January 15, which would make for quite a frigid experience for many of us. Also, 
Chanukah would be in the spring that year, Pesach in the summer, and…well, you get the idea. 

In the 1902 Jewish Encyclopedia article, “Calendar, History Of,” Joseph Jacobs and Cyrus Adler explained this gradual 
“calendar creep.” “Insignificant as these differences may appear,” wrote Jacobs and Adler, “they … may require a 
Pan-Judaic Synod to adjust.” To correct this problem, in other words, we’re going to eventually need a worldwide 
meeting of Jewish representatives from every land to gather and decide how to fix this problem. Yeah, right.

Pan-Judaic synods tend not to happen during times like this. Until one does, maybe it would be best to just enjoy 
our autumnal New Year as it is. We will be online this year, and maybe, God willing, we’ll be able to gather safely in 
person in the near future. Either way, we’ll have more Rosh Hashanah this year than we will in 22,202 CE.

However we celebrate it, may it be a sweet and good new year for us all.

LIFE CYCLE EVENTS
Mazel Tov
•  Ellen and Eric Men, on the marriage of their daughter Natasha 

Condolences
•  Peter Driftmier, on the loss of his mother, Sophia Mariska Lang
•  Debbie and Steve Baylin, on the loss of Debbie’s father, David Small
•   Amy Matychuk, on the loss of her uncle, Scott Phillips

Healing Prayers
David Adelman, Diane Arnold, Harvey Balakofsky, Allan Banbury, Eleanor Bannister, Steve Baylin, Harold 
Beaumander, Marsha Carnat, Sarabeth Carnat, Bart Carswell, Ryan Carswell, Yael bat Chava, Murray Cornberg, 
Bob Dudder, Debbie Dudder, Louis Frimet, Darren Ginter, Nancy Green, Carole Kert, Kathy Harrison, Celine Ibsen, 
Jason McKinney, Valerie Murphy, Hadassah Amy O’Reilly, Carla Pasternak, Ruthie Rubin, Hineini bat Ruth, Beverly 
Sheckter, Elijah Waverman, Miriam Bat Yael
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TO BE READ ON AUG 28 - SEPT 3
Janna Agema Michael Anderson Gertie Belkin Morris Carnat 
Gloria Chappe Jerry Greif Harry Kreitzer Maurice Levine 
Joseph Loomer Sol Markovich Ben Zion Medjuck Cesia Mowszowicz 
Albert Orpen Sam Palnick Freda Sautman Lena Rose Schwartz 
Kurt Sonnenschein Sylvia Staum

TO BE READ ON SEPT 4-10
Jack Bleviss Arnold Churgin Dorothy Diamond Eva Epstein 
Rachel Ereshefsky Anne Frank Steve Hyman Abraham Kahanoff 
Barbara Klinger Toni Kohn Woodward Yakov Leiserowicz Davide Leiserowicz 
Zeesel Leiserowicz Golda Leiserowicz Esther Leiserowicz William Leonoff 
Frania Meyer Maurice Paperny Michael Roitman Eva Safir
Rose Shannon Simon Smolensky Tannis Snukal Matthew Stein 
Henry Switzer Batya Zalmanowitz    

To be read on Sept 11-16
Sylvia Ashkin Edythe Goldie Barsky Max Becker Juana Chames 
Sandra Faber Sam Finkleman Fanny Gallay Abraham Gold 
Susan Rasnick Guenther Ormond Hawes David Alan Jameson Harry Knelman 
Margaret Lipkind Phyllis Paul Esther Robins Max Ross
Peter Schwabe Harry Regis Schwartz Sarah Staum David Steinberg
Betty Switzer Florence Switzer Bernard Wise Herman Zacharias 
    
To be read on Sept 17-24
F. Bella Bleviss Eva Epstein Ben Gurevitch Annie Hapton 
Merv Johansen Benjamin Kerr Ralph Lewin Donald Loomis
Mark Luffer Marlene Pivnick Hyman Shapira Simon Singer 
Sara Smushkevich Bella Zovodnik Gershon Zavodnik Aaron Zavodnik 
Nechama Zavodnik Israel Zavodnik Shana Zimmer 
    
TO BE READ ON SEPT 25-30
Eron H. Appleby Annie Bleviss Asher Charikar Eva Christensen 
Dina Cohen Sadie Hanen Buddy Harris Bert Harrison 
Michael Krel Samuel Krygier Annie Kustan Mauricio Lis 
Wolf-Ber Mydlarski Betty Narun Reuven Smushkevich Paul Snukal 
Cynthia Tucker Leon Warhaft Samuel Yacowar 

YAHRZEITS

Staff Acknowledgements 

After many years as our Bookkeeper, Connie Harding has retired. Connie plans to spend lots of time enjoying 
the beach in Mexico with her husband Rob. We are going to miss Connie and her ever quirky sense of humor. We 
thank Connie for all her hard work and dedication.

At the same time we welcome our new Bookkeeper Ruth Fink. We know that our members will make Ruth feel 
welcome as they make her acquaintance.
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DONATIONS
TO FROM OCCASION

CALGARY BB4CK FUND

Les Cosman Nadine & David Drexler Mazel tov

Temple Susan Light In memory of Richard Light

CARING COMMUNITY

Temple Susan Klassen & Jon Zyto With thanks

Temple Sophie Ingram

DAN ARATO FUND

Michael & Maryanne Cnoop-
Koopman

Peter & Judith Arato Condolences

Don Braid & Sydney Sharpe Peter & Judith Arato Good health

Allan Ponak & Daphne Taras Peter & Judith Arato Mazel tov

Paul & Elly Sherman Peter & Judith Arato Mazel tov

Rob Cohen Judith & Peter Arato Best wishes for speedy recovery

Gerry & Charlene Molotsky
Judith, Peter, Thomas, Jess & 
Amelia

Mazel tov

GENERAL OPERATIONS FUND

Debbie Baylin Sheldon & Karen Roth Condolences

Debbie Baylin Ron & Linda Jeffery Condolences

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Rabbi Glickman Sandra Mann Condolences

Rabbi Glickman Jennifer Eiserman Condolences

SMOLKIN MEMORIAL WALL

Leib Zeisler Barry & Debby Smolkin Condolences

Temple Barry & Debby Smolkin In memory of Pauline Smolkin
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SOCIAL ACTION UPDATES

THE KOL TIKVAH TEAM 
Rabbi Mark Glickman - rabbiglickman@bnaitikvah.ca
President Josh Hesslein - president@bnaitikvah.ca
Executive Director Danny Oppenheim - ed@bnaitikvah.ca
Office Administrator Patricia Martin - office@bnaitikvah.ca
Bookkeeper Ruth Fink - bookkeeper@bnaitikvah.ca
Kol Tikvah Editors Monica Lis, Marsha Levy - monica.lis.temple@gmail.com Layout Katherine Pickering
Temple B’nai Tikvah Communications Team Marsha Levy, Monica Lis, Jay Palter, Susan Rubin
Volunteer Kol Tikvah Proofreaders Allan Bell, Marcia Bell, Elaine Hashman, Jane Paterson, Myron Podlog, Alex Zisman

Remember When...
We would have our annual YOM KIPPUR FOOD DRIVE?

More than ever, this has become important to 
our community so the Temple Youth Group has 
partnered with the Social Action Committee to 
make this happen.

Friday, September 25, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Saturday, September 26, 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

•  Just load your food donations into the 
trunk of your car

•  Come to Temple and park on the road by the office
• Pop your trunk and one of our masked heroes/heroines will unload

We hope to send donations to both Miriam’s Well (through Jewish Family 
Services Calgary) and the Calgary Food Bank. See you at Temple, at a distance.

As school children prepare to go back to the classrooms, Brown Bagging for 
Calgary Kids is preparing to provide lunches for many of these children, quite 
possibly more than in years past.  

If you have 2 hours - one morning a week / every two weeks/ once a month- to 
spare, we would be happy to have your help.  There are two volunteers at each 
shift in our Temple kitchen.  It’s easy to social distance and the program already 
has us wearing masks and gloves.  

This is one of the few ways that we can actively make a difference in our 
community at this time.  

For further information, please contact Cathy Tait at randctait@shaw.ca  
403-700-5464 or Mona Bell at monabell@shaw.ca 403-861-9970

We’re starting an anti-racism 
book club! Our hope is to use 
this book club to guide us in 
our work of tikkun olam. We 
will meet once a month to 
discuss a chosen book. Our 
first book will be So You Want 
to Talk About Race by Ijeoma 
Oluo. It is a wonderfully 
comprehensive and accessible 
introduction to how to have 
productive conversations about 
racism. Our second book will 
be Policing Black Lives by 
Robyn Maynard, which offers 
a comprehensive overview of 
anti-black racism in Canada. 
Future readings will be decided 
by the participants, depending 
on interests. We will have a 
few copies available for loan.

Our first meeting will be during 
the second half of October. 
Times will be arranged to 
fit participants’ schedules; 
meetings will be on Zoom until 
it’s safe to meet in person. If 
there’s enough interest, we’ll 
form more than one group. If 
you’re interested in joining, 
please contact Betsy Jameson 
(jameson@ucalgary.ca), and let 
her know times you’re able to 
meet.

—Nadine and Andrea 
Levinstein Rodrigues, Caron 
Glickman, and Betsy Jameson

Anti-Racism 
Book Club

mailto:randctait%40shaw.ca?subject=Brown%20Bagging%20for%20Calgary%20Kids
mailto:monabell%40shaw.ca?subject=Brown%20Bagging%20for%20Calgary%20Kids
mailto:jameson%40ucalgary.ca?subject=Anti-Racism%20Book%20Club
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ADULT EDUCATION 

First, I would like to welcome everyone back from summer pursuits. While we have stayed pretty close to home this 
year, I know there have been wonderful walks, hikes, bike rides, distanced visits in gardens, journeys made through 
literature, film and television, and much laughter even while we have worried for those we love and our own health. 
For some of us there has been sadness and loss. I extend my deepest sympathies to those of you have lost loved ones 
over the last months and who are mourning.

While Adult Education programming will be delivered quite differently this year, you can be sure that we will be 
offering you a rich and varied menu of experiences. We began programming in August with two talks exploring cultural 
diversity and oppression, a Lunch and Learn by Saundra Lipton, She Also Serves, that explored the contributions 
that Jewish Canadian service women made during WWII and a Dessert and Learn by Betsy Jameson, Black Lives 
Still Matter, that provided context to the present Black Lives Matter movement in past activist movements. 

This month we continue to explore this theme with Michael Hart’s discussion of the Indigenous history of the place we 
live that we call “Calgary”; and the issues the first peoples of this place are facing today. This will be an in person talk 
at Temple on September 10 at 7:00 pm.  

(Please note: All attending must wear masks and disinfect their hands upon entering Temple using the disinfectant 
available near the door. Please maintain a distance of 2 meters from others at all times. Seating will respect social 
distancing. No refreshments will be served.)

All wishing to attend please RSVP at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a044faba729a3fb6-indigenous. A maximum of 
20 people may attend.

Temple B’nai Tikvah is pleased to announce the opening of its new virtual art gallery. The inaugural exhibition will 
be How Art Thou? The title is a lighthearted way of entering into the space of self-reflection, of rumination, and 
reconciliation that permeate the Days of Awe. At this time of the year the Jewish world asks itself, “How are we 
doing?” both individually and collectively. This year the question is even more poignant as we struggle with the 
challenges and losses of the covid crisis. The ancient questions asked on Yom Kippur in the Unetaneh Tokef, “how 
many will pass from the earth and how many will be created… who will die after a long life and who before their 
time…”, are especially relevant as the world grapples with learning how to treat and defend us against the coronavirus. 
So, this lighthearted question, “How Art Thou?” may be approached in the spirit it is asked, with works that lift our 
spirits and help them rise above the present worries of this time; works may also address its deeper themes, its 
darker meanings.

During the The Days of Awe from September 18 to 28, please look for our special programming, Ten Days of 
Awe-someness.  At 7:00 pm each evening you can “zoom” into a program specially developed for the holidays. The 
exciting line-up includes: 

Sunday, September 20, 7:00pm: Days of Awe 101 with Rabbi Glickman
Ever wonder why we celebrate Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur the way that we do? Where do our prayers and songs 
come from? In learning more about our beloved observances we will appreciate them even more. 

Monday, September 21, 7:00pm: Forgiveness, The Jewish Way with Rabbi Rick Kline
During the Days of Awe we are called to ask forgiveness of those of we have wronged; we are called to forgive. Do 
we really understand what we this asks of us? Rabbi Kline will lead us in a discussion about the specific approach that 
Judaism takes to forgiveness.

Tuesday, September, 22, 7:00pm: How Art Thou? With Shelley Werner, Jennifer Eiserman and Lisa Thomson
Temple B’nai Tikvah has a new Jewish arts appreciation program, Art and Scroll, and a new virtual art gallery! Shelley 
Werner, from Art and Scroll, will interview Jennifer Eiserman and Lisa Thomson, virtual art gallery, about its inaugural 
exhibition, How Art Thou? The title is a lighthearted way of entering into the space of self-reflection, of rumination, 

Continued on page 7...

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a044faba729a3fb6-indigenous
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If we told you there is a program that is going to guarantee the long-term 
financial stability of the Temple, wouldn’t you want to know about it? It works 
by creating an endowment where the principal is not spent, but the annual 
investment income goes to Temple’s activities. Your gift to that endowment 
is truly the gift that keeps on giving – forever.

And if we told you that life insurance or legacy gifts through your will is 
certain to lessen your family’s tax burden, wouldn’t you want to know about 
that? Unless you enjoy paying taxes of course.

Even if you have no intention of participating in LIFE & LEGACY, we would 
like to spend a few minutes describing it to you.

Here’s Temple’s situation right now: after just 18 months of effort, the 
estimated annual income that will be realized by Temple because 34 families 
have made after-life commitments estimated to exceed $1.3M will be more 
than $65,000. Every year! What will that $65,000 do for Temple? Perhaps 
avoid increases in dues? Enable us to decrease our dependency on casinos? 
Who knows. But we do know that having annual income from an endowment 
fund will be a game-changer.

Please contact us so that we can show you how the program works. What 
you decide to do afterwards is up to you, and private.

And Kol Hakavod to those who have already stepped forward!

The Temple Legacy Circle  

Please contact one of us today: Ron Bing, Mark Paidra, Cheryl Shore, 
Gertrude Cohos, or Bonnie Kaplan.

 Bonnie Kaplan 403-245-0568
Email: bonniejoykaplan@gmail.com

LIFE & LEGACY

1. Anonymous (3)
4. Judy & Ron Bing
5. Bonnie Kaplan & Richard Conte
6. Gertrude Cohos
7. Shauna L. Switzer
8. Cheryl & Morley Shore
9. Peta Glezerson
10. Susan Light
11. Steve Eichler & Tracey Rumig
12. Jane Paterson
13. Daniel & Roslyn Oppenheim
14. Tibor Kaldor & Megan MacFarland
15. Alex A. Osten
16. Larry & Tina Stanleigh
17. Michele Doctoroff & Ted Switzer
18. Betsy Jameson

19. Jack & Donna Newton
20. Lisa Welikovitch & Mark Paidra
21. Josh Hesslein
22. Annie Brodsky
23. Norman & Kathy Schachar
24. Roz Mendelson & David Hodgins
25. Naomi Johansen
26. Nadine & David Drexler
27. Sid Horovitz
28. Carolyn Devins
29. Sara Hastings-Simon
30. Jennifer Eiserman
31. Ashley Runka Owens
32. Michael Tavel Clarke
33. Hartley & Nadine Waldman
34. Jonathan Zyto & Susan Klassen

...Continued from page 6

and reconciliation that permeate 
the Days of Awe. Jennifer and Lisa 
will also discuss Art and Scroll with 
Shelley. Join us to learn about these 
two exciting new initiatives at Temple!

Wednesday, September 23, 
7:00pm: In The Beginning (of 
Temple), August, 1979 with  
Ron Bing
Warm. Friendly. Caring. Welcoming. 
These words emerged from a word 
cloud generated in a survey about 
Temple B’nai Tikvah members’ 
experience of our synagogue. Attend 
this talk by one of our founders. You 
will come to understand how these 
qualities find their roots in the very 
earliest days of our congregation and 
how they have been nurtured through 
the years.

Thursday, September 24, 7:00 pm: 
Shabbat Shavuah Torah Study with 
Ilana Krygier-Lapides
The Days of Awe are full of 
opportunities for introspection and 
meaning. Join Ilana for a lively and 
interactive conversation around the 
fascinating contents of Torah as we 
near the end of the Jewish year and 
turn our eyes and hearts toward a 
new year.     

Please check the e-blast and your 
Days of Awe tickets for more 
information about the exact program 
for each evening.

Torah and Java continues on 
Tuesday at 10:00 am through Zoom. 
This is a lay led Torah study that 
explores the weekly parshat. Please 
look for the link in the weekly e-blast. 
Please note that the Adult Education 
team is reconsidering torah study and 
that a new program will be introduced 
in October. Please look for this in Kol 
Tikvah and the e-blast!

—  Jennifer Eiserman, Adult Education 
Chair

mailto:bonniejoykaplan%40gmail.com?subject=Life%20%26%20Legacy
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“Anyone who sustains one soul from the Jewish people, the verse ascribes 
him credit as if he sustained an entire world” 

—Sanhedrin 37a

“…if one has not removed the stumbling blocks that bring people to danger, 
one has cancelled a positive commandment and transgressed ‘do not bring 
bloodguilt’ (Deut. 22:8)”

—Mishneh Torah, Murderers and the Preservation of Life 11

Let’s talk about the Days of Awe in the Days of COVID.

Throughout the spring and summer, we’ve had a COVID-19 response 
committee staying abreast of developments in the spread of the global 
pandemic, as well as the national, provincial and municipal responses. 

They’ve been working hard to make sure B’nai Tikvah is responding in a way that helps us stay safe while maintaining our 
community. Several members of our congregation have had this disease. Fortunately, all have recovered. Several have lost 
extended family, and we mourn with them.

The committee’s guiding principle has been pikuach hanefesh: the Talmudic principle that almost any religious law can be 
broken in order to preserve a human life. With this in mind, we’ve wrestled with the variables involved in holding services: 
Can we maintain physical distance for our 500+ members in our sanctuary and our hallways? Will the services be accessible 
to the most vulnerable among us? Can we hold services without song (and its attendant “aerosolized particles”)? Can we hold 
services without shared prayer books?

In short: How do we hold services in a way that ensures the safety of every member’s health and life?

Our answer, for this year, is that we’ll hold our Days of Awe services online. We’re working hard to create an online experience 
that’s meaningful, community-oriented, and safe. We’re also creating programming to keep you active and involved throughout 
the holidays. Keep your eyes peeled for a listing of educational and fun activities, including:

• A Selichot service shared with our Canada-wide Reform community

• A new edition of our “20x20” talks

• A special original music performance

• A series of adult education programs (see page 6)

• A “Paths of Peace” shared outdoor walk & talk

While we’ll miss the immediacy of gathering as a community in our building, we remember that saving a life is one of the most 
important things a Jew can do. And we remember that whether or not we’re together in person, we are still a congregation. 
We’ll continue to care about each other. We’ll continue to work to repair the world. Regular Shabbat services will continue. 
Shabbat school and adult education will continue.

I’m looking forward to seeing your face at our online Days of Awe services and throughout the year. We are a community: 
We pray together (even online), and we’ll stay together.

Josh Hesslein, Temple President

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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Founder’s Corner
“A Little History - In The Beginning” by Ron Bing

On April 6, 1979, 13 families including 33 men, women and kids met for the first Shabbat service in our living room at 
1308 Carlyle Road SW, Chinook Park, Calgary. Norm Yanofsky brought his guitar, leading the music and Henry Zimmer 
read Torah from a Tikkun. In the beginning we met every second Friday. The first year was very busy with applying for 
our Charity license from Alberta government, our tax number from the Canadian government, setting up a religious 
school, Jewish Information classes and preparing our Constitution and bylaws. We hired our first Student Rabbi to lead 
High Holiday services who flew in from Los Angeles and stayed the full 10 days in member’s homes.

What was the reason for creating Temple B’nai Tikvah?  What were the circumstances behind this event? 
My parents grew up in Frankfurt, Germany as Orthodox Jews. In 1933 they fled to Amsterdam by train, carrying 2 
small suitcases leaving their apartment, their furniture, their jobs and their friends. Arriving in Montreal in 1933 and 
1934 where they were married by Rabbi Harry Joshua Stern at Temple Emanuel as soon as my Dad got off the boat. 
So I grew up as a Reform Jew.

Judy and I met in Calgary in 1966 and were married by the Justice of the Peace in Kelowna in 1967. In 1974 she 
converted to Judaism and we moved to Calgary joining the Conservative synagogue Beth Israel where we were 
members for 3 years. That was enough for Judy and she said; “I’m out of here. We need to start a Temple.” So with 
a little help from my mother, Arthur Grant the Canadian Director of the Reform Movement, came for a couple of visits 
where it was decided to create our Temple.

In those early years we celebrated the Jewish Holidays together in our members homes with potluck food. Our 
members came to Calgary from Montreal and Toronto so did not have family here, with the exception of Jack and 
Shauna Switzer. So Temple became our Jewish family. Eating, singing and praying together created our own Jewish 
community. 

In the summer we would rent picnic sites from the City of Calgary where we conducted our own “Field Day” including 
Three legged races and other fun events for the kids. I wish we could do that again as it creates community and 
brings members together in a social setting. These sites are still available to reserve. 

The original membership fee was $140 per year which was adequate as our expenses were minimal. Our first fund 
raiser was a 50/50 raffle where we sold 200 tickets at $25 each. I remember the winner donated his winnings back to 
Temple! As our expenses increased we applied for a casino licence and we brought in our “Fair Share” dues policy. The 
big discussion in those early years was around what is more important, a building or a rabbi as we knew we could not 
afford both. We decided that a rabbi was more important, so we began by bringing in student rabbis from LA first once 
a month and later twice a month as our needs grew. 

The other big discussion was concerning “Who can be a member?”  Anyone professing Judaism could be a member but 
only a Jew could be President. Later that changed so that at least one member in a family must be Jewish, whether 
they were born a Jew or converted. 

We were a shock to the Calgary Jewish Community as they did not have any knowledge of Reform Judaism. I 
remember being in a meeting at the JCC where I was asked if I was a Messianic Jew, Jew for Jesus.  On the other 
hand we were allowed to hold our first High Holiday service at the Il Peretz School using a Torah that was loaned to 
us by the Calgary Hebrew School. Those 2 schools later joined together to form the CJA. One day I received a phone 
call from a gentleman I did not know who said that he had a friend who wanted to buy a Torah for Temple. He and his 
friend ended up paying for 50% for our first Torah that we purchased from Kline’s of New York. 

Should you be interested, I refer you to our web site where I wrote the early history of Temple B’nai Tikvah some 
information on our Torahs and our Rabbis. 

I am proud of our accomplishments over the past 41 years as we have helped thousands find and enrich their 
Judaism. I am especially proud of the second generation members who have taken on leadership roles in our 
congregation. I believe that this bodes well for our future!


