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The Synagogue as Kehillat Talmudim: A Community of Life-Long
Learners
In my July/August Kol Tikvah article, I shared with you my vision of the synagogue
as a kehillat kedushah: a holy community engaged in meaningful, joyful, and
soulful prayer embedded with music; a kehillat talmudim: a community of learners
in which children and adults are interested in acquiring deep and broad Jewish
knowledge; and a kehillat hesed: a caring community which responds to the
needs of our own congregants as well as to the needs of the larger community.
Last month, I talked about Temple B’nai Tikvah as a kehillat hesed — a caring
community. This month I address the topic of our Temple as a kehillat talmudim
— a community of life-long learners.
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If you still agree with any of these statements — let’s talk. If you disagree with
any of these statements — let’s talk.
In her book, Becoming a Congregation of Learners, Isa Aron (director of
Hebrew Union College’s Experiment in Congregational Education) describes how
congregations can (and have) transform themselves to become congregations
of learners. She describes how congregations have embraced Jewish learning
in a variety of ways: through the arts; in mentoring relationships; at intensive
retreats and workshops; in family education settings; and in more conventional
classes and lectures.
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First, I’d like to ask you if you agree or disagree with each of these statements:
(1) Jewish learning is primarily for children; (2) the education of our children
should focus, for the most part, on preparation for Bar and Bat Mitzvah; (3)
everything I need to know in order to lead a rich Jewish life, I learned as a child
in Religious School; (4) adults can only learn from rabbis and scholars; (5)
learning only takes place in a traditional classroom setting.
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I invite you to take advantage of the rich variety of learning opportunities we are
offering this year. For a full schedule of classes, please see: the Temple’s website
(www.bnaitikvah.ca); the monthly Kol Tikvah; and the weekly e-mail blasts.
If you have ideas about the nature of Jewish learning at Temple B’nai Tikvah,
please share them with me. My hope is that Jewish learning becomes a pervasive
and integral part of all the activities that take place at our synagogue.
I would like to highlight one learning opportunity that is taking place this month:
Sunday, November 15 is The Global Day of Jewish Learning. This is literally
a global day of learning, as Jews in over 500 communities and 40 countries will
come together on that day, to study this year’s theme, Love: Devotion, Desire
and Deception.
continued on page 2...

Check out our Facebook page for more updates!

bnaitikvah.ca

...continued from cover
Global Day was created in 2010 to celebrate the completion of Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz’s forty-five year
project: the translation of the Babylonian Talmud (from Aramaic and Rabbinic Hebrew into Modern
Hebrew) with the addition of his own commentary. Rabbi Steinsaltz’s mission has been to make the
Talmud and Jewish learning accessible to the entire Jewish people. He is known for his axiom, “Let my
people know.” The Global Day has now become an annual event with a different theme each year.
We are thrilled to announce that Temple B’nai Tikvah is one of the registered sites for this year’s Global
Day of Jewish Learning. Please join us from 2:00-5:00pm for an afternoon of study as we delve into
different aspects of love with the help of Jewish texts. Our Beit Midrash — study session — will be
facilitated by our Director of Education Jenny Laing and myself. Global Day is free and open to the
public but we ask that you please RSVP to the Temple office (403-252-1654) by November 10. For more
information about the Global Day of Jewish Learning go to: www.theglobalday.org.

LIFECYCLE EVENTS

Mazel Tov
• Rachel Peszneker on becoming a Bat Mitzvah
• Hayden McKinney on becoming a Bar Mitzvah
• Manny Krygier Lapides on becoming a Bar Mitzvah
• Andrea Katz and Kendra Langille on the occasion of their marriage
• Sharla Zalmanowitz and Warren Fallwell on the occasion of their marriage
• Carolyn Baker and Andrew Wilson on the occasion of their marriage. Carolyn is the daughter of Jane
Baker and Ron Baker.
• Lynn and Nick Millard on the birth if their granddaughter, Eisley Victoria, daughter of Ethan and Charity
Millard
Healing Prayers
David Adelman		
Harvey Balakofsky		
Allan Bambury		
Sherry Bambury
Evy Carnat			Gail Dowty			Shirley Dunn			Eric Greif
Fanny Lewin			Sylvia Meyers			Stella Peszneker		Larry Shannon
Sophia Slovatek		
Sarah Staum			
Martin Stoffman		
Clara Chames Szulc
Ronnie Staffenberg		
Morris Bleviss
Welcome to New Members
• Sharla Zalmanowitz and Warren Fallwell
Todah Rabah
• Stella and Charles Peszneker for sponsoring an Oneg in honour of Rachel’s Bat Mitzvah
• Norma Karlinsky for sponsoring an Oneg in memory of her mother, Eva Karlinsky and her nephew,
Matthew Karlinsky
• Cynthia Simmons for sponsoring an Oneg in memory of her grandparents, Harvey and Avis Vinson
• Jerry and Elaine Hashman for sponsoring at Oneg in memory of Elaine’s mother, Helen Michaud
• Shirley Dunn for sponsoring an Oneg and a Shabbat Shiraz wine and cheese in memory of her life
partner, Dave Greber
• Ilana Krygier Lapides and David Lapides for sponsoring an Oneg in honour of Manny’s Bar Mitzvah

MEMBERSHIP NOTES
Welcome TBT members! Thank you for choosing to be a part of the Temple community.
Whether you are returning or new, we are very excited to have you on board and hope you will feel at
home in our beautiful building. There is much to explore – we encourage you to take in one of our regular
services, try an adult education class, get involved as a volunteer or simply drop by to say hello. We love
visitors too so be sure to invite family and friends to join you.
I look forward to meeting you soon. — Elaine Hashman, Membership Chair
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FROM THE TEMPLE OFFICE

Tribute Cards
Remember a special occasion by sending a personalized
mazel tov, to express your condolences to a friend, or
for any other reason, and help out your Temple at the
same time. To send a card, please contact the Temple
office. We can help you decide to which of our many
funds you might want to direct your donation. The
suggested minimum donation is $18.00.
Oneg Sponsorship
The Friday evening Oneg Shabbat gives our members
an opportunity to gather socially after the Shabbat
service. We invite our members to sponsor or cosponsor an Oneg. Some members choose to sponsor
the Oneg in memory of a loved one whose Yahrzeit is
being observed. Others sponsor in celebration of a
Bar/Bat Mitzvah, a special birthday or anniversary, an
upcoming wedding or for no special reason at all! The
Temple office staff takes care of all the details. The
cost ($180) is tax-receiptable. If you are interested in
sponsoring an Oneg, please contact the Temple office
at (403) 252-1654 or office@bnaitikvah.ca.

Pizza Parties and Shabbat Shiraz
We are also looking for sponsors for the pizza meal
which is served prior to our monthly Family Shabbat
service on the first Friday of the month, and for the
Shabbat Shiraz fruit/cheese/crackers ‘spread’ which
is held just before our musical Shabbat service on the
fourth Friday of the month. The cost of the pizza party
is $250 and the Shabbat Shiraz gathering costs $54.
Both are tax-receiptable. The Temple office takes care
of the details for you.

RABBINIC SEARCH UPDATE
The Rabbinic Search Committee has received
some promising applications and is proceeding to
preliminary interviews with some candidates via
Skype. When we identify applicants we consider
serious contenders for our position, we will begin
scheduling on-site interviews in Calgary. At
that point we will encourage the widest possible
participation and input from Temple members.

YAHRZEITS
To be read November 6/7
Abraham Hapton
Roy Finkleman
Bee Lewis		
Passie Riskin
Marc Hester		
Moshe Yedlin
Hyman Greenberg
Ruchla Mydlarski
Edith Pertz		
Anne Jackson
Allan Karlinsky
To be read November 13/14
Edward H. Kaplan
Israel Shachter
Michael Mann		
David Pollick
Mary Faber		
Beatrice Light
Phyllis Lefcourt
Ann Milner
Mary Moscovich
Malcolm Scourfield
Elsie Shachter		
Werner Hess
Bella Korman		
Victor Zyto
To be read November 20/21
Joseph Moscovich
Yekusiel Friedman
Richard Furst		
Pearl Rosenbaum
Saul Bleviss		
Edythe Rogers Davis
Richard Flint		
Billie Greif
Alvin Kerr		
Eileen King
Isaac Leiser		
Ville Myllykoski
Hugh Braid		
Max Osten
Seymour Chappe
Norman Rubin
Solomon Hector Lipkind
To be read November 27/28
Jacob Spindel		
Abram Levin
Sidney Pearlman
Ida Switzer
Ruth Belzberg		
Al Girtle
Ben Schachar		
Eva Gelmon
Margaret Bleviss
Abraham Jack Conn
Edward Klassen
Allan Howard Schwartz

SAVE THE DATE!!
Temple Chanukah Party
Sunday, December 6th, 4 - 7 PM
Skating (weather permitting)
Latkes, Dreidels, Gelt and Singalong
Watch for full details soon in the weekly email
blast and on our website bnaitikvah.ca

We have received useful input from members who
have attended our gatherings, and those who have
attended have learned a great deal about one
another in the process. We will announce one final
opportunity to participate in a gathering shortly, and
will notify the members via the weekly email blast.
We will also post a questionnaire on line for those
of you unable to attend gatherings. Please give us
your thoughts--they will help the committee as we
assess our applicants. — Betsy Jameson, Search
Committe Chair
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I was going to start by writing about how we’re now past the High Holidays,
into the Torah portions about our founding people. My point was that unlike
other major religions, our founding people were deeply flawed. I liked that first
draft; it had moxie.
But that introduction has been overtaken by the shocking events taking place
in Israel. Daily scenes of such up-close, personal violence is shocking to us
all. We think of our Israeli brothers and sisters; for some that is a literal, not a
spiritual, description. In some cases in our Temple community, we think of our
own children in Israel. And while I certainly have thoughts on this latest cynical
and disgusting wave of Palestinian violence and its use of child soldiers, it is not
my place to exploit these column inches for that. Rather, these pages are to be
used to discuss our Temple and its needs, our members and their needs. But at
the risk of over-dramatizing, I do see a clear line from what is going on in Israel
now and the decision to participate in Temple life here in Calgary. As I said on
Erev Yom Kippur, “Every service you attend, every class you take, every Temple
event you come to, even just because it’s fun, is a step that keeps Judaism
and the Jewish people alive and well. For: “If I am not for myself, who will be?”

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
____________

Steve Eichler

Over the last number of years, Temple B’nai Tikvah has been blessed with a strong volunteer base. To my
bewilderment and disappointment, however, that base seems to be thinning out. To be sure, there are areas
where our volunteer commitment is deep and active. Our Board of Trustees, our Shabbat School parents,
our Caring Community folk are all very dedicated and committed. But these are the regulars; we often see
the same people volunteering on several committess. Our simple reality is that we are an organization that
relies in a considerable way on, well, us. We have a small and dedicated staff, many of whom do volunteer
many hours. But they do not and cannot do everything. They cannot populate our committees; they cannot
be Board members or Temple presidents.
You are, no doubt, telling yourself that you either have no time, have no time for this or that you simply don’t
want to volunteer for Temple. I told myself this too. But I then considered the simple truth: why not me? Am
I not a member? Do I not want Temple to thrive, to flourish or even — dare I say it — to continue? For my
child? for others? for me? Of course, thriving or flourishing versus continuing doesn’t depend solely on me
or you. But it does on us. And “us” is the collective noun. For as our sages say, “it is not for you to complete
the task but you cannot shirk your role.” Don’t overthink this. Just do it. Go to our website (Contact Us),
scroll down to see our committees and join. Join and help us lead. Don’t shirk your role. There is no reason
why not you.

CARING COMMUNITY — KEHILAT HESED
Please let us know if you are willing to help with any of the following:
• Deliver a meal to a neighbour
• Give a neighbour a ride to a Temple event
• Give a neighbour a ride to an appointment
• Run an errand for a neighboir
• Make a friendly phone call or pay a visit to someone who is home-bound
• Knit a shawl for someone who is ill
• Offer a place at your holiday table
Please call:
• If there has been a death or a new birth in your family
• If you or a family member is ill
• If you need a ride to Temple
• If you need an errand done
• If you are home-bound
• If you are the primary caregiver of an aging parent or a child with special needs
• If you would like to be hosted for a Shabbat or holiday dinner
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LUNCH & LEARN
What is Talmud? Is it halachah (law)? Is it aggadah
(stories)? Is it a commentary on the Mishnah? Is
it an exact record — a transcript — of the rabbis’
discussions in the Academy? Does the Talmud have
only an historical interest for us, or can it speak to us
as modern Jews? In this course, held once a month
and taught by Rabbi Teri Appleby, we will discover
answers to all these questions as we “journey through
the sea of Talmud” together.
No previous experience is necessary — only curiosity
and a sense of humor.

TEMPLE BOOK CLUB
Wednesday, November 11th
7:00 pm
Chapel
We will be discussing
Stephanie Feldman’s
novel The Angel of
Losses.

Next session: Wednesday, November 18th, 12-1 pm.
No fee. Please bring your own lunch.

GLOBAL DAY OF JEWISH LEARNING
Sunday, November 15, 2015
Temple B’nai Tikvah
2-5 pm
Facilitated by Rabbi Teri Appleby and Jenny Laing
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Please RSVP to the Temple Office (403-252-1654)
or office@bnaitikvah.ca by November 10
LOVE: DEVOTION, DESIRE AND DECEPTION

•

Is Love Always Good? Exploring Love in The Thirteen Petalled Rose:
In Judaism, individual human emotions are considered neither “good” nor “bad.” How does
this fundamental idea at the core of Jewish belief apply to love?

•

Love and Deception: The Story of Jacob, Rachel, and Leah:
This session explores the love story of Jacob and Rachel, the deception involving Laban and
Leah, and the definition of true love. The story leads us to think more deeply about different
kinds of love.

ADULT HEBREW COURSES — LEVELS 1 AND 2
Last spring’s inaugural Adult Hebrew class proved to be very popular, so we’re bringing it back! Niv Stillman
will be teaching both Level 1(you know nothing) and Level 2 (you either took Level 1, or you remember
bits and pieces from your Bar or Bat Mitzvah, many years ago). The classes will be held Monday evenings
on the following dates: November 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, January 4, 11, 18, 25 and February 1. Level 1 will
run from 7-8 pm, with Level 2 following at 8-9 pm.
The cost for a ten-week class is $75, which includes the ‘Aleph Isn’t Tough’ or ‘Aleph Isn’t Enough’ workbook.
Minimum enrollment for each class to proceed is five students. RSVP to the Temple office, 403-252-1654
or office@bnaitikvah.ca no later than Friday, October 30th.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
Ujamaa Grandmas Presents
An Evening with Barbara Coloroso
Wednesday November 4th at 7:30 pm
Tickets: $20.00 plus service fee
1-800-838-3006 or
www.brownpapertickets.ca
Location: Temple B’nai Tikvah
Book signings: 6:30 pm and following event
Barbara is a renowned speaker on bullying and non-violent conflict resolution. She is the bestselling
author of The Bully, the Bullied and the Not-So-Innocent Bystander.
Ujamaa Grandmas is a local group supporting The Stephen Lewis Foundation. All the funds raised
go to support the Grandmother to Grandmother Campaign which funds projects supporting African
grandmothers raising children impacted by the HIV-AIDS pandemic. Before retiring as school resource
teacher and counsellor, Barbara Coloroso had a big impact. Barbara is an international bestselling author
and for the past 38 years has been an internationally recognized speaker and consultant on parenting,
teaching, school discipline, positive school climate, bullying, grieving, nonviolent conflict resolution and
restorative justice. She has sat on the Board of the Stephen Lewis Foundation and is now donating her
time to speak on three occasions in Alberta with all proceeds going to the Foundation.
I have been a long time participant in the Grandmother to Grandmother Campaign as a Ujamaa Grandma
here in Calgary. — Susan Podlog

Please join us in welcoming Rabbi Nir Barkin from Israel on November
9th at 7:00 pm in the Temple’s chapel.
As part of ARZA week, we are delighted that Rabbi Barkin is able to
visit Temple Bnai Tikvah and we greatly support the ARZA initiative of
bringing Israel to Canada.
Rabbi Barkin is a sixth generation Jerusalemite, and he is currently serving
as the first director of the newly established Israel Diaspora Department of
the Israel Reform and Progressive Movement. He leads the DOMIM-aLike
initiative to build and strengthen relationships between World Reform and
Progressive synagogues, in cooperation with the Government of Israel.
Rabbi Barkin was one of two spiritual leaders of Congregation YOZMA in
Modi’in, from 2005 to May 2015 and a Marketing and Communications
Specialist in the Israeli High Tech industry from 1992 - 1999 prior, to
his rabbinical journey. He was ordained in 2007.
He served in the Intelligence Corps of the IDF and is a graduate cum laude of the Department of Middle
Eastern and African studies at Tel Aviv U and a Masters degree from Hebrew U in Contemporary Jewish
Studies. Rabbi Barkin is married to Anat and together they have 3 children. We promise a stimulating
and informative evening as Rabbi Barkin presents his topic:”1898 - 2015, 120 Years of Zionism and their
Implications on Reform Judaism in Israel.” There is no charge.
We look forward to seeing you — coffee and light refreshments will be served, of course! — Lori Hartwick,
Social Chair
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DONATIONS

To					

From				

Occasion

Building Fund
Michael Shugarman			Al Osten				Condolences
Andrea Katz & Kendra Langille
Ron & Linda Jeffery			
Congratulations
Temple					
Norm & Marlene Yanofsky		
In honour of their grandchildren
Temple					Molly Ross				In memory of Nathan Kornberg
Karen Sklar				
Danny & Roz Oppenheim		
Condolences
Ethel Caplan				
Danny & Roz Oppenheim		
Condolences
Shirley Dunn				
Leslie & Lee Handy			
Feel better soon
Temple					
Larry & Bev Sheckter			
In memory of Etta & Abe Sheckter
Daniel Arato Fund
Katie Baker				
Judith
Mark Hahle				
Judith
Diana Cohen				
Judith
Karen Sklar				Judith

&
&
&
&

Peter
Peter
Peter
Peter

Arato			
Thank you
Arato			
Thank you
Arato			
Thank you
Arato			Condolences

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Rabbi Appleby				
Rabbi Appleby

Aaron & Reina Grant			
Stella & Charles Peszneker		

Thank you
In appreciation

Smolkin Fund
Sheila Gurevitch
Karen Sklar
Sean & Gilbert Libin
Temple
Ethel Caplan

Len Himelfarb & Cathy Somes
Len Himelfarb & Cathy Somes
Len Himelfarb & Cathy Somes
Morley & Cheryl Shore
Arnold & Muriel Grobman

Happy Birthday
Condolences
Happy Birthday
In memory of Jack Shore
Condolences

Shabbat School
Temple
Karen Sher
In memory of Bella & Ralph Sher
Temple
Fernando & Carla Ferreira
In honour of Victoria starting
										 Shabbat School
						
Social Action Fund
Temple
Henri & Donna Mydlarski
In memory of Wolf-Ber Mydlarski
Ethel Caplan
Jay Barsky & Fran Goresht
Condolences
Temple Life
Temple
Temple

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
Do you have a way with words? A
sharp eye for the telling image?
Are you a web wizard or social
media maven? A copy editor with
an eagle eye? If so, come join the
Communications committee.
Help the Temple speak to its
members and to the world.
For more information, please
contact Andy Kubrin by email
(akubrin@shaw.ca) or phone
(403-616-8435).

Naomi Johansen
Helen Walker

In memory of Jim Gordon
In memory of Nathan Wachnow

COMING SOON: WEEKDAY MINYAN
Planning is underway for a weekday, lay-led prayer service to be
held one evening per week in the Temple’s small chapel. In addition
to providing opportunities for worship, learning, and community, a
weekday minyan can, importantly, allow mourners and those observing
a Yahrzeit the chance to say Kaddish with others.
While there are still a few details to work out, we are hopeful that
our weekday minyan will begin in mid-November. Please watch the
Temple website and the weekly email blasts for more information. If
you are interested in taking part in weekday worship, and/or leading
(or learning to lead!!) a weekly service, please contact Rabbi Appleby
(rabbiteri@bnaitikvah.ca) or Karry Taylor (taylor.karry@gmail.com).
We encourage everybody to come out and be a part of this new and
exciting Temple initiative. — Karry Taylor
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BETH TZEDEC CONGREGATION

Please join us for our next pizza party
and family Shabbat dinner at 6:00 pm
on Friday, November 6th. There is no
charge, but please RSVP to the Temple
office by phone or email before noon
on November 6th if you plan to attend.

THE KOL TIKVAH TEAM
NON-MEMBERS KOL TIKVAH
SUBSCRIPTION $30 PER YEAR
Rabbi: Rabbi Teri Appleby
rabbiteri@bnaitikvah.ca

15th Annual

JEWISH

FILM

FESTIVAL
NOVEMBER 7 - 22, 2015
CALGARY, ALBERTA
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President: Steve Eichler
president@bnaitikvah.ca
Executive Director: Danny Oppenheim
ed@bnaitikvah.ca
Administrator: Jane Paterson
office@bnaitikvah.ca
Bookkeeper: Debbie Bosomworth
bookkeeper@bnaitikvah.ca
Kol Tikvah Editor and Layout: Karry Taylor
editor@bnaitikvah.ca
Temple Website: Karry Taylor and
Andy Kubrin

Volunteer Kol Tikvah Proofreaders:
Allan Bell, Marcia Bell, Elaine Hashman, Andy
Kubrin, Katherine Pickering, Sharon Polsky,
and Alex Zisman

November 2015
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Family Pizza 6
1
2
3
4
5
		
Party & Shabbat
Adult Hebrew
					
Inn From the Cold
Executive
Service 6 pm
Classes
(Overnight)
Meeting 7:15 pm
Level 1, 7:00 pm
Adult Education:			
		
Level 2, 8:00 pm
Jewish Prayer 101					
3:00 pm
		
		
				

Shabbat Service
8 pm
Renewal Service
(Chapel) 8 pm
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Shabbat School
9:30 am		
Shabbatots 3-year
olds 10 am
Shabbat Service
10:15 am

8
9
10
11
12
13
14
						
		Adult Hebrew
Introduction to
Temple Book Club
Shabbat Service
Shabbat School
Classes
Judiasm 7 pm
7 pm
8 pm
9:30 am
		 Level 1, 7 pm
Inn From the Cold TEMPLE OFFICE
		
Shabbatots 4-year
		 Level 2, 8 pm
(Overnight)
CLOSED			
olds 10 am
		
			
Shabbat Service
						 10:15 am		

Candle Lighting
11/06 – 4:44 PM
11/13 – 4:33 PM
11/20 – 4:24 PM
11/27 – 4:18 PM

Torah Portions
11/07 – Hayyei Sarah
11/14 – Toledot
11/21 – Vayeze
11/28 – Vayishlah

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
						
		 Adult Hebrew
Lunch and Learn			
Chant Service
Introduction to
Inn From the Cold
		 Classes
(Library) 12:00 pm 		
Shabbat Service
9:30 am (Chapel)
Judiasm 7 pm
(Overnight)
Board of Trustees
8 pm
Shabbat School
Level 1, 7 pm
Global Day of
Meeting 6:30 pm
9:30 am		
Level 2, 8 pm
Learning 2-5 pm			
		
No Shabbatots
			
Shabbat Service
				
10:15 am
		
			
22

23

24

25

26

27

Adult Hebrew
Calgary Drop-In						
Classes
Centre Lunch*
			
Shabbat Shiraz:
Level 1, 7 pm
Wine & Cheese
Level 2, 8 pm
7:15 pm, Shabbat
Service 8 pm
			
				

29

28

			
Shabbat School
Shabbat
9:30 amSchool
9:30
am 3-year
Shabbatots
Shabbatots
olds 10 am(three
year olds)10am
Shabbat
Service
Shabbat
Service
10:15 am
10:15 am

30

				
		
Adult Hebrew
				
		
		
Classes
		 Level 1, 7 pm
Level 2, 8 pm

*For more information on the Calgary Drop-In Centre, please contact Paul Finkleman at pfinkleman@shaw.ca or (403) 252-8967

